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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S$ 1.97. 1.98 


Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, as well as M.P.E.P. § 609, Applicants submit 
herewith patents, publications and other information, of which they are aware and which the Examiner 
is asked to consider in the examination of this application. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representation 
that a search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability, or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 



PTO 1449 Form identitying each patent or article is attached. 


Dated January 11, 2001 

NIRO, SCAVONE, HALLER & NIRO 

181 West Madison Street - Suite 4600 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 

(312) 236-0733 
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